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Abstract

This study clarified changes in the locations of petroleum-related industries in the Chuetsu area in Niigata
Prefecture from 1895 to 1902, focusing on petroleum affiliates’ places, their executives’ residences, and
influence of railways. First, petroleum companies were founded in the areas adjacent to populous towns
or oil-producing ground. Next, as the number of the companies increased, diversification of business
purposes and division of labor advanced. While in Nagaoka the number of the companies increased and
business purposes diversified, in Tochio the number decreased and their business purposes was
specialized in mining, refining and sales. Besides, the executives of the companies in Nagaoka lived in
Nagaoka or outside the city, but in the case of Tochio, they consisted of local residents. Moreover, it was

cleared that the opening of the railway affected a lot of workers who lived far from of their companies.
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